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Accused Polluter Was Paid to Clean Up Sites

ByRALPHBLUMENTHAL

told yesterday 1t & Now Jersey com.
a New Jersey com-

accusedy of illegally dumping mil-
go!gallonsof toxic wastes in the
New York area was awarded nearly
$3.5 million in public contracts to clean
g- two sites that it had originally poliut-

One of the cleanups by the company
- known most reoentfly E:; Quantaglg—
sources Corporation o ewater, N.J.
- was accomplished; witnesses said,
by dumping the contaminated wastes at

other improper sites, including New
ork City garbagelandfills.

‘ing on the now-dormant Quanta con-

John Caésﬂano, a former New York
City Sanitation ent supervisor
who was dismi in February in con-

nection with the landfill dumping, in- |.

voked his Fifth Amendme::‘fﬂvﬂege\
against self-incrimination refused
to answer the panel's questions.

Yesterday’s hearing in Manhattan by
the State Senate Select Committee on
Crime added new accounts to what has
become a spreading series of Federal
and state investigations into illegal
dumping and resale of toxic waste prod-
ucts in the metropolitan area.

A number of the inquiries are focus-

' cern, which previously operated under

various names, inch Newtown Oil
Refining, the Hudson Oil Corporation,
Edgewater Terminal, Northeast Oil
Service and the ‘Diamond Head Refin-
ing Company. Behind them all, accord.
ing to the crime committee, headed by
State Senator Ralph J. Marino of Oyster

‘?:ﬁr. L.1., was the same owner - Rus.

W. Mahler.
Several weeks ago Mr. Mahler began

sent

field, is awaiting after

eading guilty to Feder: of

m?ic dumping in New York City land-
s. .

Mr. Mansfield, testitying before the
crime committee yesterday, said that
Quanta, then operating as Newtown,
had got a $1.1 million contract from
New York City around 1977 to cleanup a
chemical-contaminated lagoon off Col-
lege Point, Queens. Earlier, the com-
mtselt had dumped into the same

waste oil contaminated with
highly toxic polychlorinated-biphenyls,
or PCB'’s, he said. :
" ‘Thecontract fell through more than a
year later when Canada refused to a
cept the waste shipments. '

Mr. Mansfield also testified that

| about the same time Newtown had re-

ceived a $2.25 million contract from the
State of New Jersey to remove a lake of
up to 13 million gallons of oil contami-
nated with PCB’s from the property of
Mr. Mahler’s Diamond Head com

Somie of those paisoned wastes were

then sprinkled over garbage at city
in Brooklyn, Staten Island and
the Bronx, Mr. Mansfield said. Othe:
portions, he said, wére drained into the
municipalsewer in Queens.

Another witness, William A. Carraci-
no, former head. of the fire-ravaged
Chemical Control Corporation of Eliza-
beth, N.J., said some of the oil lake had
beesdisposedotbypipingit across the
road.

on illegal waste-dumping who recently _
spent nine months in jail on dumping
convictions. also told the committee
that he had offered a lower bid on the
 Diamond Head cleanup. But he said the
bid had been rejected after he had re.
fused a contractor’s demand to kick
back a portion of the award. ’

In other testimony, Samuel J. Kear- ~
ing Jr., former regional counsel for the
New York State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation, said he was
removed from his job for insisting that
New York City bring its leaking land-
fills into compliance with state law,
evgsatacostoﬂ{_ptosloommm. ional

superior, Terry Agriss, regi
director of the state agency, testified

that a consent agreement with the city
was more likely to achieve results. -
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